Appln. No. 10/735,335 

Amendment dated April 7, 2008 

Reply to Office Action of January 7, 2008 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1. (previously presented) A bioavailable cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex having 
improved bioavailabilty compared to a spray-dried cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex, 
which comprises: 

a freeze-dried cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex in a molar ratio of between about 0.5:1 
and 10:1. 

Claims 2-4. (cancelled) 

Claim 5. (previously presented) The improved bioavailable complex of claim 1, wherein 
said cyclodextrin is one or more of a-cyclodextrin, p-cyclodextrin, y-cyclodextrin, or HP- 
p-cyclodextrin. 

Claim 6. (previously presented) The improved bioavailable complex of claim 1, wherein 
said carotenoid is one or more of lycopene, lutein, or zeaxanthin. 

Claim 7. (previously presented) The improved bioavailable complex of claim 5, wherein 
said carotenoid is one or more of lycopene, lutein, or zeaxanthin. 

Claims 8-10. (cancelled) 

Claim 1 1. (previously presented) A method for improving the bioavailability of a 
cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex, for animal ingestion, the improvement which comprises 
the steps of: 

(a) forming a cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex; and 

(b) freezing drying said cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex to form a freeze-dried 
cyclodextrin complex having improved bioavailabilty compared to a spray-dried 
cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex. 

Claims 12-14. (cancelled) 
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Claim 15. (previously presented) The improved method of claim 11, wherein said 
cyclodextrin is one or more of a-cyclodextrin, (3-cyclodextrin, y-cyclodextrin, or HP-|3- 
cyclodextrin. 

Claim 16. (previously presented) The improved method of claim 11, wherein said carotenoid 
is one or more of lycopene, lutein, or zeaxanthin. 

Claim 17. (previously presented) The improved method of claim 15, wherein said carotenoid 
is one or more of lycopene, lutein, or zeaxanthin. 

Claim 18. (cancelled) 

Claim 19. (previously presented) The improved method of claim 11, wherein said 
cyclodextrin/carotenoid complex is made for human ingestion. 

Claim 20. (cancelled) 
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